We begged to be excused. Our explanation was
certainly convincing enough.
" We have arrived here," I confided, " without a stitch
of luggage. We have been sitting in foul trains for two
days and we have no change of clothes whatever. It will
take us many, many baths before we really feel that we are
clean again."
" I know the feeling," the young man told us as he
showed us downstairs. " I have been through it all myself.
I came from Baghdad not long ago, and I was obliged to
travel on the q.t. It was not too pleasant."
We bade him good-morning and drove off to the
Clipper office. There we were passed on to Mr. Berry, a
very courteous member of the firm who begged us to
make use of him in any way.
" I am extremely glad to hear that someone has had
the sense to send you out * priority * from England,"
he told us, " for I really do not see how we should ever
have got you off without it. There are several parties
of official Americans we knew nothing of on their way,
also a good many South Americans who want to get
back."
" How long do you think we shall have to wait ? "
Elsie asked.
Our friend smiled dubiously.
" If we get you off in a fortnight," he said, " I should
think that would be about the best we shall be able to
manage."
" But we haven't the money to stop here that time,"
I protested. " Our passports only allow us a week any-
way. I think we have to report at the police station every
day after five days."
" The position," Mr. Berry told us, ** is very difficult.
There are at least two hundred people waiting here who
want to get back. They have no * priority' so they will
have to take their chance, but they are in just the same
position as you are for money and with their passports.
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